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BENEFITS AND INCENTIVES 

The benefits of the RIDS program are very positive in terms of additional water sources in a high growth 
area such as the lower west coast of Florida.  Overall, the RIDS optimizes existing reclaimed water 
supplies, maximizes surface water use, diversifies supply sources, reduces water shortage declarations, 
offsets potable water usage, reduces disposal volumes, and offsets groundwater withdrawals.  Along 
with these obvious benefits, Table 28 summarizes incentives for this sub-region. 

Table 28 

Benefits and Incentives

1. Meet increasing demands 

2. Will allow water to be shared between utilities for beneficial reuse 

3. Promote reduction of on-site septic systems, increasing reclaimed water supply 

4. Allow growth to continue in the region by providing a supplemental supply of irrigation 
water

5. Reduce reliance on surface water discharge 

6. Will allow expansion of reclaimed water systems and infrastructure 

7. The region will be able to utilize or store close to 100% of reclaimed water on an annual 
basis

8. Incrementally reduce unnaturally high freshwater discharges to estuaries during the wet 
season

9. Rather than disposing of it in a deep injection well, beneficially reuse North Ft. Myers' 
excess reclaimed water in Cape Coral 

10. Reduce reclaimed water discharges to the Caloosahatchee River  
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